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Believing in a world of
Possibilities...
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Upcoming BPS
Events

Have you put them in
your diary?
e w/c 14th May - KS2 SATs
e 15t May - EYFS Parent
Session 2.30pm

e 18th May - Y1 Cake Sale
e 215t May - Class Photos
e 24t May - School Discos
e 26" June - Sports Day

( Our very own Marathon Man!\

CONGRATULATIONS

to Mr Gough, our very speedy
DHT who managed to
complete the London

marathon in 3 hours and 23

minutes despite the heat! Well

done to him and anyone else

in the school community who

took on the challenge this
year!

BPS News

Debbie Brown (Headteacher)

e 6) Adam Gough (Deputy Headteacher)

Headteacher’s News

Welcome to May. This month’s edition is full of summer adventures as we
celebrate the environment, sports, trips and visits. It is that time of year when
every class is learning outside and coming back in with news of bugs, camps and
treasures discovered in the undergrowth.

Year 6 will soon be over the SATs hump and looking forward to their much
anticipated trip to PGL and Warhorse on the stage! Year 4 are off to Harrow
House very soon and Year 5 are busy preparing for the delights of Magdalen
Farm. All of these experiences add huge value to the ongoing curriculum in
school. Unexpected lessons are learnt and children always come back having
achieved something they didn’t believe they could do before they went — these
are fantastic additional opportunities and we are determined to still offer them as
budgets are squeezed tighter and tighter...

Our whole school curriculum week is set to be a fabulous journey through time as
we look at history through the decades. This is one of our favourite whole school
events as we work closely together and get the opportunity to fully immerse
ourselves in the creative subjects we love so much.

It is the term of sunshine, endings and new beginings as we welcome new
Reception faces on their first visits to BPS and see the oldest children step up to
visit secondary schools ... so much for us to embrace and enjoy together.

Thank you for completing questionnaires at the recent parent consultations.
These are analysed and come back to us this half term. | will reflect on these with
governors to plan ahead into the new year with any suggestions you have made.
All views are considered seriously and we always welcome constructive
feedback. Have a fabulous summer term, we look forward to seeing you at all the
events we have planned.

Debbie Brown ©

Take a trip down memory lane with me as they move towards the next steps of their learning
adventure... some of the current year 6 in Reception!
It seems like only yesterday and weren’t they adorable!...

T @

\ We are very proud of you [ )




Sporting News update...

What a fantastic year this has been so far for sport at BPS. From the autumn term through to Summer 1, we have seen some
remarkable performances.

The girls’ cross-country team astounded everyone this year showing a huge development from the first race to the last: a
demonstration of true resilience and dedication. The boys performed brilliantly scooping up trophies on the way.

The school football team continues to produce some sparkling attacking football having completed their first three games of the
Kenway Cup competition. The team, made up from years 5 and 6, have scored 24 goals and conceded just two although in two of the
matches they had to make sure that they were a goal down before they applied their ‘game faces’. Great work team!

There have been countless clubs where children have had the opportunity to learn new skills or improve on what they already do with
badminton, hockey, basketball, multi skills, dodgeball, athletics, skipping, tag rugby and running to name but a few and this, along
with the staff and children’s enthusiasm, shows what a healthy appetite for sport there is in the BPS community.

Many thanks to all the staff who have made this possible. They have been crucial in the children’s achievements by giving up their
own time to offer support and advice through their specialist coaching and sheer dedication. Mr and Mrs Gale have been an inspiration
to so many children over the years and this year alone have taken on the tag rugby, gymnastics and running clubs in the course of a
normal week.

The summer term will be as busy as ever with clubs and festivals including Tri Golf, Kwik Cricket, the year 6 Quad kids and Year 5
festival at Colfox in June, Sports Day on Tuesday 26™ June on the field and Year 1 visiting Colfox in July. It all goes to show that BPS
can! Bill Cox (BPS Sports leader)

ATTVY AAXIT K AT v X KW .
WELCOME NEW FAMILIES |/ - )
We can’t wait to meet you all and welcome you to our BPS family. Some Sta Ing news...
Thank you for choosing us, we hope you will be very happy here. We are about to welcome back to our BPS Family Mrs LeGassick and Mrs
I know all existing families will embrace you fully O O’Rourke following maternity leave. They will both be making an
This year’s Reception intake looks to be a smaller group due to the low 2013 appearance before the summer break and be back in classes in
birthrate. This significant drop in births from 2012 impacts on the Reception September. We look forward to having them back with us [
intake across the town. So, a quieter start to the year ... If you know anyone Mrs Molloy has decided to move back to Brighton to be nearer family so
still looking, we woulll be happy to meet them and show them round. will leave us this year — we wish her well and thank her for all she has
added to BPS over the last few years. She will be very much missed.
PLEASE respect the school car parking We continue to send best wishes to Mrs Rumens, Mrs Wellman and Mrs
rules. They are there to keep everyone East who are all off on longer term sick leave at this time.
safe! By isnoring them you place your Mrs Forsey has rejoined us now after her fall in the snow which resulted
children in danger! . R
Sunshine protection! ™ == 3 in a broken wrist!
When it gets warm AN
enough to worry about CONGRATULATIONS
the sunshine ... please do To th r5an n ienti . o
remember to I:b)ring in c\)NLoet)cl)(e;i pSaI?t ig &Zogcig:é:eelzéisrts InSp"“l ng the next

sunhats and put cream .
on before school in the recently at Colfox. generation!

- - They were delighted to come home
morning. This will ensure ith hole host of ds! Th
some protection when with & whole nost of awards: 1he Thank you so much to all our
; i children were fabulous and presented
playing outside L I~ o parent volunteers who have
No sunglasses please! their projects brilliantly to the visitors. : i
It was a fantastic opportunity to offe_red to come in and spend time
showcase scientific learning and with our youngsters and share
further encouraae their imaainative information about their jobs.
We cannot wait to welcome you in
BPS — Grdwing a THRIVING learning community this term to inspire our youngsters
We have taken further steps this year on our journey to create a truly “THRIVING’ community where with your stories of the work you
all members of our school feel truly noticed and valued and are enabled to THRIVE. No journey is do, What a wonderful range!
without its twists and turns, its crossroads and its uphill sections ... a journey without obstacles would
be without challenge and through the chal_lenges we ‘grow’ further and stronger together. Paramedic
| want you to know you can expect some key things from us as we move forward at BPS. | also want Phlebotomist
you to know we are a living and breathing community who embrace mistakes and learn from them in
a culture built on trust. If we don’t always get it right for you — we care, and it matters. We regroup, we \]Uqg? )
reflect, and we grow again with new learning ... new growth is essential and needs careful nurturing Photographic journalist
.- My leadership team and | are encouraging new thinking, utilising great skills across the school and Family worker in a prison
growing strength in how we manage and nurture our young people because it really matters to us
that they thrive with us here...some key elements we are embedding this year are:
e  The consistency of adult behavior across the school — shared positive responses to all To name but a few ...
pupils and an understanding of the diverse needs of the young people we work with. A

willingness to seek further, understand more and provide better for them. All adults Here’s hoping we can inspire the
engaging with all pupils when they see then around school — a smile, a chat ... next generation to seek the
e  First attention to best behaviour — A focus from all of us on the youngsters who behave . . "
well, make great choices and show superb learning attributes. Taking the ‘fame’ out of poor incredible opportunities that are
behavior and focusing less learning time on this in our classrooms. Poor behavior being out there for them...
managed quietly and without ‘fuss’ to lessen the focus/attention it gets.
e Routines that we all understand and are consistently expected by all — clarity for all My only concern is how can | sneak in
and an assurance to our youngsters that the same is expected wherever they go in school. to hear all of the talks without anyone
These will be built on and on and on ... the journey continues as do the skills of the team. noticing — they all sound so intriguing
We are committed to GROW and LEARN together... .
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Playground Fund
update...

With money raised at
‘Quiz and Curry’ night,
the school bingo, the
Easter Egg Hunt and the
upcoming BIG GIG we
are on track to see some
improvements begin this
term! Thank you so
much everyone [

April 22

Earth Day has been celebrated annually since 1970. It is on 22" April with over
190 countries holding events. This year’s theme is ‘End Plastic Pollution’ across
the world. On Tuesday 1°* May, in our key stage assembly, we will be looking at
EaY‘th Dd ™ the issue of plastic pollution in more detail and thinking about what we can do
to reduce our own use of plastic.

Community Day, | am happy to say, has also become an annual event! This year it will be held on
Saturday 19* May. Thanks to all the willing volunteers who turn up to lend their support and
improve the school grounds, we are able to offer an enriched curriculum to our children using all our
lovely outdoor spaces. If you have not been before, please do come along. There will be
refreshments served throughout the day and it is always a great atmosphere and fantastic sense of
achievement. Look out for more details on Twitter, school website and notices around the school.

_/ A note from our governors ...

| am a musician. Learning an instrument has proven to be a
key, unlocking doors and allowing me to become enriched
by people and events throughout my life.

Like all schools nationally, our budget is under great
pressure. Governors spend much time with BPS leaders
exploring how to manage these without affecting our
children’s learning.

We therefore welcome initiatives that being a member of the
Minerva Trust offer. For example, we take pride as a school
in ensuring that all children have a good musical education.
It would be easy to focus all attention on the ‘Core’ of
Reading, Writing and Mathematics but we fight to ensure all
children have broad and balanced learning embracing the
Arts.

The Minerva Trust has been innovative here, seeking
sponsorship to enrich our Arts offer. An example is our
sponsored MLT choir, drawn from each school’s choir,
developed by a specialist teacher and performing at a high
standard across the town. Another example is sponsorship
to introduce recorder teaching to all Y3. children at BPS.
The recorder is an ‘entry level’ instrument, enabling children
to learn to read music and transfer to other instruments as
they get older. The children have been given recorders and
specialist teaching for the Summer Term. If you are a parent
of one of these children, please encourage them to practice.
Who knows what doors it could unlock for them as they
grow...

David Powell (chair of governors) #Buddygov

e

The Edge at BPS

The Edge programme run at Colfox
has been weaving its way through BPS
this year.

The skills of Organisation, Initiative,
Resilience, Communication and
Leadership have always been a big
feature of life here but now we think
about planning for them more
consistently.

The Year 6 children will shortly be
met by Andy David (Edge Lead) who
will encourage them further to
embrace all that is on offer as they
move on from us...

We are proud of our strong links to
Colfox and send our congratulations
for their recent Ofsted Report.

Lunchtime changes

Since our upgrade to lunchtimes in January we have seen a huge improvement to

behaviour and enjoyment across the school. You would be delighted to see the 'big
kids' supporting younger ones and playing in the ‘mud box' and with the toys. Please
keep sending in donations of small warld type toys and cars etc as these can always

be used and have been very welcome.
Year B will have their own 'space’ over the road in our field from after half term as
usual. This gives them a little bit of ‘freedom’ before they move on from us.
We know any change brings some concern but please be reassured that internally we
review and consider all aspects of our decisions around the changes we make.

\ BGovernor monitaring is carried out and safeguarding always a priority.

Raja’s message
Please reinforce at home
Raja’s message — shared at
school assembly last week.

Wearing a helmet when out
on your bike, scooter or
skateboard could save your
life!

We see so many youngsters
out and about without them.
PLEASE help us to drive the
message home!

Your children are too precious
not to wear a helmet!

Be SAFE out there.

> 4

4 -._» \/
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eeks...enjoy
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2017/2018 - Term Dates / Non-Pupil Days

May Day Bank Holiday - Monday, 7t May 2018

May Half Term - Monday, 28t May 2018 - Friday, 15 June 2018
Last Day of Summer Term / Finish for the Summer Holidays - Wednesday, 25t July 2018 & 2pm
Children back to school Wednesday 5t September 2018

DATE ACTIVITY (who) Additional Info
Mon 7" May May Day Bank Holiday Bank Holiday
Wed 9" May Y1 Phonics Mtg for parents 3pm

Thurs 10t May Y1 Phonics Mtg for parents 9am

w/c 14t May

KS2 SATs Week

Mon 14" May

Kenway Cup Quarter final v Mrs Ethlestones

BPS School Fie-3.45pm KO

Tues 151" May

EYFS Parent Learning Session

2.30pm

Wed 16" - Fri 18t May

Y4 Residential Trip to Harrow House, Swanage

Fri 18t May

Y1 Cake Stall

On sale at front of school end of da

Mon 21t May

Tempest Photos (Class Photos, Leavers Photos)

Tues 22" May

KWIK Cricket Tournament

At Bridport Leisure Centre

Thurs 24" May

New Intake Parents in Meeting with EYFS Teachers

Thurs 24 YR Hearing Tests — School Nurse here am
Thurs 24" May School Discos YR 1- 6 — organised by Friends of BPS | From 3.30pm-7pm
Fri 251 May New Intake Parents in Meeting with EYFS Teachers

Mon 28" May till Fri 15t June — Half Term Holidays — Children return to school Mon 4" June

Wed 6" June

Magdalen Trip Meeting for Y5 Parent

5pm School Hall

Fri 8t June

Bingo Night - fundraiser for Playground fund

6.30 pm Doors open, 7.30pm Eyes
Down- School Hall

Tues 12t June

Y5 Day Trip to Melbury Estate

Wed 13t June

Y5 Sports Festival

At Colfox (pm)

Fri1st June EYFS Cake Stall On sale at front of schoend of day
Wed 20" - Fri 22" June | Y6 Residential Trip to PGL, Torquay
Tues 26 June Sports Day

Wed 27t — Fri 29t June

Y5 Residential Trip to Magdalen

Fri 29™" June

Friends Summer Fayre

6-8pm

Look out on our notice board for updates and news of school events taking place each week.

A regular note about safeguarding ....

If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our pupils please contact the school
to speak to Debbie Brown (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Debbie Russell or Adam Gough (Deputy
DSLs). The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us all.

Please note that our Family Support Worker (Marian Smith) can be contacted direct via School Mobile

07514 430379.

A regular note about attendance ....

It is vitally important that your child attends school regularly to ensure they access their education fully.
We will not authorise term time holidays unless in exceptional circumstances.

The DFE now stipulate that below 90% is unacceptable in any school year and that schools should
respond proactively with families whose attendance falls below this level. We will always be open to
supporting families who request help with their child’s attendance.

Thank you for your continued support in all that we do.

Debbie Brvn

Debbie Brown (Headteacher)

Take a look at our website
www.bridport.dorset.sch.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Bridport Primary School

St Andrews Road - Bridport - Dorset - DT6 3BJ

Phone: (01308) 422846
Email: office@bridport.dorset.sch.uk
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