
PAG Terminology What it means: Date My example: 

noun Words that name people, places, things 
or ideas. 

 A naming word used to name a person (proper noun), place 
(proper noun) of thing. E.g. Mrs Brown, Bridport, dog. 
 

noun phrase 
 

Two or more words that act as a noun. 
a dog (simple noun phrase) 
a cute little dog with pointy ears 
(expanded noun phrase) 

 A word or group of words in a phrase which act as a noun, e.g. 
Lily wore a beautiful red dress. The group of words, Ψŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 
red dressΣΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŀƴd functions as a noun in this sentence. 

adjective 
 

An adjective gives more information 
about (describes) a noun. 

 A word that describes a noun e.g. a blue balloon. 

verb A verb names an action. 
 

 
 
 

A verb describes what someone is doing, e.g. Jade walked to her 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ jumped up and down. My dad was 
thinking.  

adverb An adverb gives more information about 
(describes) a verb.  How, when, where 
and how often. 

 A word that describes a verb,  usually ending in ðly. For 

example, she ran quickly.   

tense (past, 
present) 

This shows when the action takes place. 
A tense is the form of a verb that shows 
the time when an action takes place ς 
past / present / future. 

 
 
 

E.g. I am singing (present tense). 
I walked (past tense). 
I will be going shopping (future tense). 

apostrophe This shows when either letters are missed 
out of a word (contraction) or when 
something belongs to someone or 
something (possession). 

 An apostrophe is a mark used to show that a letter has 

been left out. Example: he is  can be written heõs.  

Apostrophes are also used to show ownership. 

Examples: the catõs bowl, the catsõ bowls. 
 

comma This is used to show a break in a 
sentence, or to separate items in a list. 

 
 
 

A comma separates units of meaning in a sentence, e.g. Lana 
bought some apples, grapes, bananas and plums for her lunch. 
Sara, although she was tired, carried on cleaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

A comma can also be used:  

¶ After transitional phrases 

like  However , Consequently , or  As a result  (e.g., 

As a result, I now understand.  ) 

¶ After a long subject if it helps the reader (e.g., A, 

B, C, and D, are required to bake this cake.  ) 

¶ Before a speech sentence (e.g., She said, "I 

understand."   òI understand,ó she said. ) 
 
 
 
 



inverted commas  These are used to show when someone is 

actually speaking. 

 

 

conjunction 

 

This links words, or groups of words.  

 

 

 

preposition  

 

A preposition shows how things are 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΧΦǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 

time something happens, or the way 

something is done. 

 

 

word family  

 

A group of words which are related to 

each other by spelling, grammar or 

meaning. 

 

 

clause  A group of words in a sentence that 

contains a verb, and can be used as a 

complete sentence. 

 

 
subordinate clause 

 

A clause which gives more meaning to 

the main clause.  (if, that, when, 

because, although).  

 A subordinate clause adds detail to the main clause 

but does not make sense on its own.   E.g. I like running 

although its hard work.  

 

direct speech This is where the actual words a 

character says is written by using 

inverted commas. 

 

 

present progressive The present progressive tense  is used 

for an on - going action in the present.  

 
 

 

 

 

¶ Caroline  is looking  for the latest brochure.  

¶ Dan and Billy  are fishing  off the pier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pronoun 
 

A pronoun is a word used instead of a 
noun. 

 
 
 

 

 



determiner 
 

A determiner goes in front of a noun and 
its adjectives to help to tell you which 
person or thing the sentence is about, or 
how much or how many of them are. 
 
 
 

 

 

possessive pronoun Possessive pronouns show 'who owns it,ô 
(possesses it). 
Also, all possessive nouns i.e. Sarahôs 
dog was ill (Sarahôs) are possessive 
pronouns. 

 

 
 
 

 

adverbial This is a word or phrase which gives you 
more information about the verb ς it 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜǊōΦ 
 

 

 

 

modal verb 
 

This is a helping verb (auxiliary) which is 
used to express possibility, as well as the 
future. 
 
 

 

 

relative pronoun This introduces more information about 
the noun. 
 
 

 

 

relative clause 
 

This is a type of subordinate clause, 
connected to the main clause by words 
such as: that, which, who, whom and 
whose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 parenthesis 
 

The words inside brackets, commas or 
dashes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  bracket A punctuation mark used to separate a 
word or phrase which has been added to 
a sentence as an afterthought. 

 Parentheses are words, phrases or clauses inserted into 
sentences which are grammatically complete without them.  
The information, which can be removed and the sentence 

still make sense, goes inside the brackets. Example: 

Andrew (our best goalkeeper) saved the goal. 

 dash A punctuation mark used to separate a 
word or phrase which has been added to 
a sentence as an afterthought. Dashes are 
more informal than a pair of commas or 
brackets. 
 

 Dashes (parentheses) can be used instead of commas in these 
types of sentences.  Simply replace each comma with a dash.  
E.g. The flower ς which was yellow ς grew at the bottom of the 
garden.  

 cohesion 
 

How different parts of a piece of writing 
fit together. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

e.g. her/hers, his, my/mine, our/ours, your/yours, 

their/theirs. 



 ambiguity   Something that is open to more than one 
interpretation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 subject This is the person or the thing that does 
the action of the verb. Often this is the 
noun that comes just before the verb. 
 
 

 

 

 object 
 

The object says who or what is acted 
upon by the verb.  Often this a noun 
which comes just after the verb. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 active 
 

This is where the subject is doing the 
action. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 passive This is where the subject is being acted 
on. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

What Is Passive Voice?  
A verb  is said to be in the  passive voice  when its  subject  does not 

perform the action  of the verb.  In fact, the action is performed 

on the subject.  

 

Look at this example of the passive voice:  

 
 

 
 

Passive voice is a quality of a verb that describes when the 

subject of a sentence is acted upon by the verb . When the 

opposite is true (i.e., the subject of the sentence is acting 

out the verb), it is said to be in  active voice . 

http://grammar-monster.com/glossary/verb_definition.htm
http://grammar-monster.com/glossary/subject.htm
http://grammar-monster.com/glossary/active_voice.htm

